
 

Hopes for schools put to test in N.O. 
'Quick Start' picks are expected today  
Wednesday, September 12, 2007 
By Darran Simon 

They envision transforming shells of buildings into innovative schools, community centerpieces focusing 
on technology or science or the nation's civil rights history. Seventeen community groups have submitted 
proposals to be part of state Superintendent Paul Pastorek's "Quick Start" plan to start renovations or 
new construction on five new district sites by December. The plan aims to spark new construction and 
show progress before the completion of a larger master plan in 2008.  

Pastorek plans to announce the five sites today. He envisions that most of the work will be new 
construction, with one located in each of the five City Council sites. Today, the state-run Recovery District 
operates 34 schools and oversees 27 independent charter schools; the Orleans Parish School Board 
operates five schools and oversees 12 charters; the state Department of Education oversees two 
additional charters. But those schools still haven't caught up to student demand, and many remain in 
temporary locations, some in modular buildings that ultimately will be phased out. Some 33,000 children 
attend school in New Orleans compared with about 56,000 before the storm.  

"We've got some holes in the city where there aren't schools and there are kids," Pastorek said.  

Under the ambitious timeline announced in late July, Pastorek encouraged neighborhood groups to 
submit proposals explaining why their site should be included in the plan. Though Pastorek gave them 
less than a month to cobble everything together, some groups produced elaborate proposals with 
graphics and architectural drawings.  

Pastorek said officials would judge the submissions on factors such the availability of money from the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency and other sources; the potential for future campus extension; 
the historical or cultural value of a location, and whether that could present building delays; and a 
connection to the Unified New Orleans Plan or Office of Recovery Management target zones.  

In addition, Pastorek introduced competition into the selection process in hopes of getting community 
groups to rally around their neighborhood schools and bring private money to the table.  

Close to 50 Recovery District sites are eligible, and Pastorek may choose totally different sites than the 
ones community groups have proposed. Ultimately, the choices must take into account the rapidly shifting 
demographics of the city. The proposals include three for schools that are seen as integral parts of the 
redevelopment of three public housing developments: C.J. Peete, Lafitte and St. Bernard.  

Another comes from a foundation started by Ruby Bridges, who as a little black girl in a bright white dress 
walked into William Frantz Elementary to integrate it during the civil rights era. The Bayou District 
Foundation, which is involved in the $230 million renovation of St. Bernard, is proposing a public charter 
school on the campus of Vorice Jackson Waters Elementary, 3800 Cadillac St., and Edward Phillips Jr. 
Middle -- which is not a Recovery District site. The two schools are on adjacent tracts of land.  

Bayou District is talking to KIPP New Orleans, which has had success operating two New Orleans charter 
schools and opening a third this year, to possibly run the school, according to the proposal.  



"We think that bringing a quality school into that neighborhood, and having it anchor it and really be the 
center of that community, will jump-start that area," said Gerard Barousse Jr., managing director of the 
Bayou District.  

For one site, the former Andrew J. Bell Junior High at 1010 N. Galvez St., two groups submitted 
competing proposals. One is from KIPP New Orleans, which pitches an open-enrollment elementary 
school and a middle school at the site.  

The other comes from Providence Community Housing, a nonprofit organization working to redevelop 
Lafitte. The group proposes a school serving students in prekindergarten to grade eight as part of the 
larger plan to develop the Treme/Lafitte and Tulane-Gravier neighborhoods.  

The Ruby Bridges Foundation hopes to see a elementary charter school at the site where she made 
history on Nov. 11, 1960, to "reintegrate the school," which, like most New Orleans public schools, over 
time reverted to an almost entirely African-American campus as white families fled the system for 
suburban and private schools.  

The school would have a civil rights archive and a curriculum centered on social justice and civil rights, 
according to the proposal.  

"This is a way for one school to begin to teach history exactly the way it happened," said Bridges, founder 
and chairwoman of the Ruby Bridges Foundation.  

Another proposal from a historic school comes from the District C Education Committee that seeks to 
reopen L.B. Landry High, the city's second-oldest black high school, founded during segregation.  

"Landry is a cornerstone of the Algiers community," said Darryl Williams, a 1975 Landry graduate and an 
administrator at John McDonogh Senior High.  

The Lower 9th Ward Neighborhood Empowerment Network Association seeks to have the Alfred Lawless 
High site redeveloped into a charter high school. Michelle Sakayan, a lead architect of the Oprah Winfrey 
Leadership Academy for Girls in South Africa, is a partner in the organization's vision. "We're bringing in a 
new model, a new sense of community involvement," said Patricia Jones, executive director of the 
network.  

One of the more elaborate proposals came from New Orleans College Prep, which has partnered with the 
Hoffman Triangle Neighborhood Association and others to propose rebuilding John W. Hoffman 
Elementary, 2622 S. Prieur St. New Orleans College Prep, a new charter school temporarily housed in 
Sylvanie Williams Elementary, proposes to move its existing school into a permanent home in the 
Hoffman Triangle neighborhood.  

The school aims to tap into federal tax credits designed to redevelop poor neighborhoods. "I think we've 
proposed a very pioneering funding strategy that should set us apart," said Ben Kleben, the school's 
founder and director. "We're optimistic."  
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